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CONFIDENTIAL DACCA 4290 

CINCPAC FOR POLAD 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: PBORBGBM 

SUBJECT: BANGLADESH BURMA SIGN AGREEMENT ON REFUGEE 
REPATRIATION 

REF: DACCA 4191 

1 . BANGLADESH AND BURMA SIGNED AN AGREEMENT IN DACCA, JULY 
9, WHICH APPEARS TO HAVE CLEARED THE WAY FOR SOME OR ALL, 

PROBABLY THE FORMER, OF THE REFUGEES FROM THE ARAKAN TO 
RETURN TO BURMA. DEPUTY FOREIGN MINISTER U TIN OHN SIGNED 
FOR BURMA; TABARAK HUSAIN FOR BANGLADESH. OHN LATER CALLED 
ON PRESIDENT ZIA AND AFTERWARD TOLD THE PRESS HE WAS PLEASED 
TO HAVE ACCOMPLISHED THE MISSION ON WHICH HE WAS SENT BY 
PRESIDENT NE WIN. 

CONFIDENTIAL 

CONFIDENTIAL 

PAGE 02 DACCA 04290 101012Z 

2. WE HAVE NOT YET SEEN A COPY OF THE AGREEMENT BUT THERE 
SEEMS TO BE SOME QUESTION AS TO THE COVERAGE OF THE 
DOCUMENT. PRESS ACCOUNTS REFER BOTH TO "ALL THE 
REFUGEES" AND ALSO TO "RESIDENT BURMESE PEOPLE NOW 
SHELTERED IN CAMPS IN ANLGADESH." ONE MFA SOURCE MAINTAINS 
THAT THE INTENTION IS FOR BURMA TO ACCEPT THE RETURN OF ALL 
WHO HAVE FLED, BUT WE HAVE ALSO HEARD THAT THOSE WHO WILL 
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BE PERMITTED TO RETURN ARE ONLY THOSE WHO WERE ON THE LIST 
MENTIONED IN REFTEL AND THEIR IMMEDIATE RELATIVES, I.E. 

THOSE WHO HAVE VALID RESIDENCE IN BURMA. WE HOPE TO BE 
ABLE TO CLEAR THIS UP SHORTLY. 

3. THE MECHANICS OF THE RETURN ARE ALSO UNCLEAR AT THE 
MOMENT. BUT WORK IS TO BEGIN BEFORE THE END OF AUGUST ON 
THE PROCESSING AND REPATRIATION. 

4. THE TWO COUNTRIES ALSO SIGNED AGREEMENTS TO DEMARCATE 
JOINTLY THE LAND BORDER, TO RESTORE THE CHANNEL MARKINGS 
IN THE NAAF RIVER AND TO ESTABLISH A BOUNDARY GROUP WHICH 
WILL ATTEMPT TO PREVENT ILLEGAL CROSSINGS IN EITHER 
DIRECTION. 

5. THERE HAS CLEARLY BEEN AN IMPORTANT BREAKTHROUGH IN 
THE REFUGEE PROBLEM ALTHOUGH WE ARE NOT YET CERTAIN ABOUT 
THE EXTENT AND ARE NOT CERTAIN HOW WELL AND AMICABLE IT 
WILL BE IMPLEMENTED. 

SCHNEIDER 
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